PRESS RELEASE

Lumberg from the F.A.Z.-Institute awarded as
“Germany’s Innovation Leader”
Schalksmühle, 12.4.2019. The F.A.Z.-Institut, a subsidiary of the renowned Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, has awarded Lumberg the certificate “Germany’s Innovation Leader”. Originating from the Latin verb “innovare”, the term innovation is used today in the sense of new ideas
and inventions and for their economic implementation.
An important indicator for innovations are patents, the industrial property rights of an invention,
often the only accessible source of information on the development activities of companies,
some of which are confidential.
On behalf of the F.A.Z.-Institut, Prognos, one of the oldest economic research companies in
Europe, evaluated the patenting activities of around 33,000 companies operating in Germany
on the basis of data from the Worldwide Patent Statistical Database of the European Patent Office. More than 100 million patents of all leading industrial and developing countries and thus of
all economically important countries in the world are deposited here. The comprehensive study
analyzed all patent families worldwide over the last ten years. The number of patents is irrelevant.

The decisive factors are innovative strength and leadership, which are measured differently:
Innovation strength, or the degree of novelty, describes how strongly an invention distinguishes
itself from previous inventions, while innovation leadership aims at how strongly an invention
influences other inventions.
The rarer a Lumberg patent has to quote other patents, the newer and more innovative the invention and the greater the novelty of the invention. And the more often a Lumberg patent has
to be cited by patents of other companies, the more influential and leading this invention is.
These two distance measurements form the core of the identification of German innovation
leaders. These were identified and evaluated in a multi-stage procedure.
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“Every company today claims to be innovative. We are therefore delighted that Lumberg can
count itself among “Germany’s innovation leaders”, which is also confirmed by a research institute and valid criteria,” said Meike Schmidt, Managing Partner of the Lumberg Group.
“With our connectors and mechatronic assemblies, we are safely on the road in a highly specialized field of electrical engineering. It is therefore absolutely valuable that the F.A.Z. Institute’s
analysis attaches importance to objective criteria of patent content and significance, which also
raise niche suppliers to the level of the big players with their innovative ability. This shows that,
with the clever minds of our employees behind it, we have played a significant role in shaping
the relevant fields of knowledge and technology,” adds Ulrich Schmidt, Managing Director of the
Lumberg Group.
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Photo Caption:
A recent Lumberg-Innovation: SmartSKEDD – The world's first direct connector in IDT that can
be reversibly placed anywhere on the PCB.

About Lumberg Group:
The Lumberg Group, headquartered in Schalksmühle, Germany, ranks among the leading providers of
connector and interconnect systems. Core areas of expertise include R&D, manufacturing and the worldwide sales of electromechanical and mechatronic components. For 85 years now, the Group’s skills have
broadened from manufacturing connectors and challenging micro-contact elements, to developing complex mechatronic assemblies, to customer-specific engineering and technical design services for all industries. In-depth application expertise led to strong partnerships in the automotive, home appliance, building
technology, communications and consumer electronic industries. Family-run in the third generation, the
company has a global workforce of around 1,300. Subsidiaries in Europe, America and Asia form a dense
sales network. In 2017, the Group’s turnover totaled some Euro 136,6 m. Over 20,000 catalog and customized products are proof of the company’s efficiency.
www.lumberg.com – www.facebook.com/lumberg.homebase
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